
July 11, 2001

The Honorable Robert Byrd
Chairman, Committee on Appropriations
US Senate
311 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Byrd:

As you move to consideration of the fiscal year 2002 Department of Transportation
Appropriations Bill, we are writing to ask for your favorable consideration of the
following priority items for airports across the country.  In light of the significant
challenges airports face in meeting ever-increasing demands, your continued support
is critical and greatly appreciated.

• Full Funding of $3.3 billion for the Airport Improvement Program – Given
the significant and well-documented needs of airports in meeting the explosive growth
of passenger traffic – expected to reach one billion annually within the next decade –
as well as significant increases in cargo and general aviation operations, full funding
of $3.3 billion for AIP is critical.  Efforts to divert these much-needed funds for
purposes other than airport construction should be rejected.  Using AIP funds for
other than their intended use sets a dangerous precedent and weakens a program that
has been extremely successful in enhancing aviation safety, security and system
capacity as well as reducing noise.

• Full Funding of $2.914 billion for the FAA Facilities and Equipment Account
– National Aviation System (NAS) modernization, which is funded from the F&E
account, is critical to enhancing efficiency and capacity throughout the aviation
system.  The combination of LAAS and ADS-B offers great promise in solving the
ATC component of the airport capacity/delay problem and should receive accelerated
funding.  Critical Free Flight Phase 1 and Phase 2 programs will improve overall
system capacity and also merit adequate funding.

• Increase Funding for FAA Review and Approval of Key Capacity Projects –
Key airport capacity projects can be delayed by a lack of FAA staff resources –
among other things – to review and approve critical airport capacity projects such as
runways.  To address this situation, the FY 2002 transportation appropriations bill
should include a special funding increase in the FAA Chief Counsel’s Office
dedicated specifically and solely to the purpose of reviewing and approving key
capacity projects.  These resources should be added to the overall FAA Operations
budget and be made available for a limited time in order to expedite the review and
approval process for key runway projects.  If resources are not available, the FAA
should at a minimum consider a reprogramming request to shift resources to this

initial endeavor.

• Airport Funding of Project-Specific FAA Staff or Consultants – Allowing airports to
provide funds to the FAA to hire additional, project-specific staff to supervise and implement
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reviews of critical airport capacity projects would help address the FAA’s resource
limitations with environmental processing.  The additional staff would work exclusively
under FAA’s supervision and would have no obligation to the airport.  This would allow the
addition of staff for the most difficult and critical projects without increasing FAA’s
permanent headcount.  This is solely a funding mechanism to allow the airports to pay the
cost of accelerating project reviews.   

• FAA Use of Space in Airport-Owned Facilities – To the detriment of many airports, the
FAA in 1999 decided that for leases negotiated after September 2000 the Agency would no
longer pay below-market rent for FAA facilities located on airport property as it had done for
decades, instead choosing to push airports to furnish space without cost to the Agency.  The
decision was completely at odds with the requirement that airports have a fee and rental
structure that make the airport as self-sustaining as possible.  In light of the significant burden
this change would have imposed on airports – particularly smaller airports that rely on
significant non-aeronautical revenues, including FAA rent, to help them remain self-
sufficient – the FY 2001 Transportation Appropriations Bill included a General Provision
(Section 349) that prohibited the FAA from moving forward with this policy.  This
prohibition should be extended for FY 2002.

• Full Funding of $27.5 million for the Small Community Air Service Development
Program – Authorized at $27.5 million, the Small Community Air Service Development
Program requires DOT to establish a pilot program, limited to 40 communities overall with
no more than four in one state, for smaller airports with insufficient air service or
unreasonably high airfares.  DOT and the communities would be given flexibility as to the
types of programs that will best serve to improve service at local airports, although marketing
and promotion of air service is encouraged. Full funding for this pilot program offers great
promise in helping the travelling public and smaller communities deal with high airfares and
poor service.

• Funding for the Essential Air Service Program – Recognizing the importance of EAS to
many smaller airports and communities, AAAE/ACI-NA supports full funding for this
program.

• Full Funding for the Contract Tower Program – The DOT IG has verified that this
program has been extremely successful in achieving millions in air traffic control savings
while improving safety, enhancing regional airline service opportunities and increasing
economic productivity in smaller communities across the country.  The Contract Tower
Program and the Contract Tower cost-sharing program deserve full funding.

• Funding for Aviation-Related Research and Development – Airport-related R&D offers
great promise, yet it continues to struggle for attention in the FAA and NASA budgets.
Funding research on quieter aircraft engines as well as the impacts of the introduction of 550-
seat aircraft on airports should be a priority for Congress, as should funding the FAA’s
Airport Technology Research program.

We appreciate your continued efforts to provide airports with the resources and programs needed
to help meet existing challenges.  Your assistance in addressing the priorities outlined above will
help us accomplish the goal we all share in making our aviation system more safe and efficient.

Sincerely,



David Z. Plavin Charles Barclay
President President
ACI-NA AAAE


